Ordering qour World

T love Hhe conclusion of Solomon, whom some consider +o be the wisest
mov +o ever lve. Hm\/‘\m attaowved all that a wman conld ever strive +o
accomplish or experience, he says “Lite without God is like striving
after the wivd” Jout if ove is to live a life of meaning, purpoese avd joy,
(wWhich T velieve \s the deepest desire of Hhe hman hear+) tHhew we
must place God at the center of our life, work and achivity.

goclesiastes 129 (God made us plawv and simple, but we have made
ourselves complicated.

Our lives are filled with “To do \sts”

“Schedules”

“Deadlines”

“Activities”

“Goals, plans”

“Phove calls/conference calls”

“Noise, people, expectations..”
How W the world cam we bring God Wt every aspect of our world and
simplify our lives w the midst of such a harried, hassled age.

How do we sit beside greev pastures and still waters?
How do we fiud +he....
Joy.Peace. .Lontentment. . Purpose.Resolve..Order

That our hearts crave?

Regardless of drcumstances



Regardless of the state of the Nation
Reaardless of the price of gas, economy, Hhivgs happevivg) v our
families Hhat we have vo control over

Two Chrishan en, theolog\ans and anthors that have impacted my
(\fe are Jolm Piper and Chuck Swivdoll. Tv wy jourvey +o find peace and
complete jou v the midst of these hurried uncertaiv Himes..T have
songht to find godly examples of men and women who desire 4o drink
from the iving waters that satisty the soul.

Qo) back +o Solomon’s statement:
Gied o Wmade us simple but we have complicated Hhings”

T am learnivg) some simple distiplines that have been modeled for wme
by people who have tasted the goodvess of the Lord..who have
learved Hhe importance of “Bewvgy sHll and knowing tHhat He is God”

WY mentor avd spiritual mother, Barbara Brown has a supernatural
peace amd hope that comes from being with her creator daily. Hm/‘m@
lost a son +o a terrivle electrical actident ot the age of \4, fighting
breast and braw cancer with strevgpth, diomity and holy surrevder +o
her God, she has modeled for me the govdvess of the Lord and the
Joy that comes from simple disciples,

As T have gotten closer and closer +o wy sweet friend in Oregon, T
have seen peace and joy beyovd Circumstances, v the midst of Furmoll
oand Fremendons loss as she and her precions husband walked throuah
a fime with their oldest son Jake son who strugeled with and lost
his batHte with cancer Wis Sr. year of High School.



How can she have suoh joy, such holy resolve, such peace w e depthns
of her soul? How can she walk in complete trust with her God?

They have learved the deep simple truth of Glod’s Word tHhey have
learved that the path of God-exalting joy will cost you vour life.
Jesuns put i+ s way, “Whoever losses his life for my sake and the
opspel will save .

They have learved +o be glad w God and to do what ever they can +o
help others “BE QLAD TN GOD”

They have learned +o be satisfied Tv God..Fo seek His face...daily,
quiety, w solitude and auite..to be shll and to surrevder avd +rust
God completely.

They have learved +o have what Chuck Swindoll calls “IvhRmacy wih
the Almighty”

These men and women have learved simple trutis and the seeds ey
have sowed will reap a harvest that there will ot be enough barns
+o hold.

T began these distiplines ths past year and T cannot Fell you how +
has affected my life. “I have tasted the goodness of the Lord” avd
there \s vo turnivg) back,



\. Simplify..T have learved +o order wy private world, T+ has
become a part of ife halbit avd routive. Wy hear+ and soul Hrirst
for God and He fills me there.

2.Solitude... T have learved Hhe importavce of alove fime. To Hhink
ond ponder God’'s word +o wme. His love for me. T have oivew
myself permission +o “Be sHll and know that He is God”

. Silevce...T have learved the Wwmportavce of silence. To +urv off
the phoves, TV, o get away from anything that tries +o
confuse, control, distract, or draw me away from wmy fime with my
creator. T have become very creahve at Ames, car, batiroom
stull, corver v av awrport..a specal thawr and fime v my home.

4. Surrender. T am learnvg to surrevder all +o Sesus. To trust Him
completely. Throungh bible study, journalivg and prayer and
meditation T am learving +o praise God with all £ wmy heart and
enjoy His love and presence. T ove Him the basket of my heart; T
drivk w the [Wing water and commit iy ways +o Him. T pray for
and commit vy requests and leave i+ all in His capable hands, Tv
returv He is fillng me with IOY, PEACE, CONTENTWMENT,
HOLYRESOLVE, HOLY SURRENDER AND T AM ABLE +o
proclaim His aooduess w the land of Hhe livivg,

Jolm Piper said sometivg that had really fouched my hear+, T want
o end gy e with vou and begin our praver ime with Hs

statement:

“Glod s most glorified n me whew T am wost satisfied Tv Him.”



